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The Great Hurricane of 1938 wreaks havoc on Long Island.
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The Great Neck Teachers Association (GNTA) is founded!

It Happened in 1938
Michael Golden

have battered our area, the Great Neck Teachers 
Association has remained a pillar of strength 
as advocates for teachers and for educational 
excellence.  It is particularly imperative now,
with public unions under heavy attack, budgets 
slashed, and the imposition of questionable and 
controversial educational reforms that the GNTA
remains united and committed.  As with any 
organization, the GNTA is only as strong as its 
members.
While the last quarter century has been fairly
smooth sailing for the GNTA, under the 
steady stewardship of Nancy Chauvin and 
her recent successor, Sheila Scimone, this has 
not always been the case.  The Great Neck
Teachers Association was formed in the fall of
1938, following a turbulent year in which four 
��������	
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school administration.  After protests by a crowd 
of 1,500 students and parents at an evening 
meeting, the Board of Education met several 
times to review the situation, and ultimately
����	�
�����	�	���	����	���������	����	����	
the principal and the dean.  The Superintendent, 
Willis Dodge, then resigned. continued on page 3

As the winds of war were gathering in Europe
and hurricane winds were pummeling Long
Island, 1938 was also notable for a somewhat less
turbulent event: the founding of the Great Neck
Teachers Association.
After 75 years and still going strong, the GNTA is
set to celebrate its Diamond Jubilee at a gala event
at Westbury Manor on May 22.  With the spring
GNTA/REC luncheon set for the day before, on
May 21 at the Swan Club, this becomes a two-day
celebration for retirees.  We hope that those of you
who live out of town will consider coming back
to Long Island to reminisce with old friends and
colleagues, as well as meet active GNTA members
at the Jubilee.
It is easy, at a time of relatively amicable relations 
of the GNTA with administrators, the Board,
and the community, to take the union for 
granted.  Many newer members, especially, don’t 
have the historical perspective to appreciate
the battles fought by the union in the past to
protect teachers, improve working conditions, 
and obtain a fair contract.  For three quarters of
a century, between the two great hurricanes that
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Alisa Altabef Parkville
Roberta Begel South Middle
Andrew Berlin South Middle
Bonnie Bleck North Middle
Lucy Cacciatore JF Kennedy
Joan Correll EM Baker
Rita Concepcion Phipps
Debra Cruz South High
Kathleen Daly South Middle
Vincent DeLucia Phipps
Linda Dragunat South High
Barbara Eisenberg JF Kennedy
David Graham Lakeville
Gail Heifetz Parkville
SheilaHenchy South Middle
Terry Hood Phipps
Leopoldine Jacklitsch Phipps
Lynn Kelly North Middle

Congratulations & Welcome 
Retiree Class of 2016

Gail Keyes South Middle
EileenMangiacapre South High
Sophia Mazurkiewicz Parkville
Catherine McAlynn Phipps
Eileen McPartland South High
Louise Millevoi Phipps
Dorothy Mogenis North High
Donna Peirez Lakeville
Claudia Re South Middle
Rhonda Rieger South Middle
Jill Rubin Saddle Rock
Adria Salmon Saddle Rock
Antonina Sciacca North High
Dina Siegel Lakeville
Antoinette Solowsky Phipps
Marie Van Nieuwenhuizen North High
Robert Vigus North Middle

Under the Constitution of NYS, every 20 years, vot-
ers must be asked, “Shall there be a convention to
revise the constitution and amend same?” In its
history, NYS has held nine Constitutional
Conventions, three in the 20th century: 1915, 1938
and 1967. A Judiciary Convention with the very
limited scope of proposing reforms for the judici-
ary was held in 1921. In 1997, just twenty years
ago, when voters were asked, they voted “No” to a
convention. Another twenty years has about
passed, so come November 2017, NYS voters will
again be asked, “Shall there be a convention to
revise the constitution and amend same?”

State constitutions are a basic part of our democra-
cy. Before answering the question of amending or
holding a convention, voters need to know all that
the process entails. We need to understand: the
specific provisions that guide the process; the
breadth of the powers of the convention and its
delegates; and, perhaps more importantly, the 

history of past conventions and amendment pro-
posals. The adage of knowing our history or being
doomed to repeat it comes to mind. 

There are two ways to amend our Constitution.
One is by amendment. By this process, two sepa-
rately elected state legislatures must pass/approve
an amendment before presenting it to voters for
approval on a November ballot. This process has
been used 200 times since the last major constitu-
tional revision in 1894. It was most recently done
in November 2013, when six amendments were
voted on by 3,278,423 NYS voters. Five of the six
amendments were approved; a sixth raising the
retirement age of judges was defeated. On the
individual amendments, some of the votes were
close, others were not. The amendments were
about casino gaming, additional civil service credit
for veterans who became disabled after appoint-
ment, debt incurred for sewage treatment plants,
exchange of state land with a mining company
and forest preserve land. Was the sewage proposal
too much info? Of importance, though, is that over
three million voters had their say on each of the
proposed amendments.   

A Consequential 
Constitutional Question

Maureen Newman

Cont’d on  pg. 4
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            President’s View
                                 Bill Toto
Blessings galore to all who celebrated the Passover and/or Easter
holidays.  Greetings to all who look forward to the upcoming
signs of spring and may you enjoy a happy, healthful, safe journey 
into the warmer weather.  Spring is always a time for renewal
and rewards.  In the words of Marcel Proust, “The real voyage of
discovery (renewal) consists not in seeking new landscapes, but in
having new eyes.”  Rewards can be realized with the emergence 
��	��	�������	��������	����	��	�����	�������	�������
activities with ease.

������� �������!
Have you noticed the changes to the Great Neck Ties Editorial 
Board?  We now have an editor.  I am pleased to announce that
Maureen Newman, a valued member of the Executive Board 
and writer extraordinaire, is assuming that position.  We are 
fortunate to have her expertise in continuing to guide the quality 
newsletter that previous editors produced.  The Editorial Board 
also welcomes new members, Mike Golden, Maureen Miletta,
Ann Marie Nazzaro and Bill Ryall.  Leaving the board are Lynn
Rosenstock and Kathie Walter.  Special thanks is extended to each
one for her past service to the Great Neck Ties.
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Prescription Drug Program replaced the previous drug program 
for people on Medicare.  Why did NYSHIP (Empire Plan) decide
to enter the federal Medicare Part D prescription drug arena?
According to NYSHIP (Empire Plan), it allows them to negotiate 
lower drug cost increases.  A recurring question posed to me
by members is, “Why am I now being charged each month to
belong to the NYSHIP (Empire) Medicare Rx Drug Program? “
The answer has a few parts:
*	+��	��#�	�������	�����	�	���#��	���	����	�������;
*	<��	������	��#�	������	���	��	������	�	=&%>>	��	=��#�@
Related Monthly Adjustment Amount and is taken out of the 
social security check.  It is a surcharge based upon earnings 
��������	O%>Q=U	�	���	�!X!	�������	���#�	��'	���#;
*	<��	������	��	��	���������	�	���#��#[		<��	���	���#��#
incurred is for coverage in NYSHIP (Empire Plan), including the 
�����������	����	������#;
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Maureen K. Newman, Editor

Jane Alwais

Mike Golden

Geri Pentecost

Bill Ryall

Lainie Sternin

Bill Toto

Congratulations! Best wishes to the 35 staff members of the Great
Neck Public Schools who just retired. The Executive Board and I
hope you will experience many new, varied and fulfilling experi-
ences coupled with good health.

To review our union’s history, just 37 years ago the Retired
Educators Chapter began with fewer than 50 members. Today, the
chapter has grown to almost 750 members. We look forward to
increasing that number as members of the Class of 2016 join the
largest affiliate of the Great Neck Teachers Association – the Retired
Educators Chapter, sometimes referred to as the “union in retire-
ment.” Who are we? We are the continuation of the inservice union,
GNTA, and its goals. As part of its objectives as an organization, the
Retired Educators Chapter strives to preserve and extend benefits
earned during the inservice years in the profession. It lobbies, leg-
islatively, for continuance of defined benefit pensions, Social
Security, Medicare, Medicaid and other health insurance improve-
ments by working closely with GNTA, the New York State United
Teachers (NYSUT), the American Federation of Teachers (AFT) and
other retiree groups who share the same goals. Further, the Chapter
seeks to cooperate with and support the ideals of the Great Neck
Teachers Association and those Great Neck community groups who
promote the interests of children and other humanitarian causes.

Our Voice in Albany and Washington
With the continuing attacks on public education, teachers and
teacher unions; with the senseless mandates by revengeful politi-
cians to weaken the creativity of teachers in the classroom and the
emphasis on meaningless testing and useless scores, it has become
crucial for all educators to protest and fight back through the
union. Retirees, at the same time, are concerned about preserving
their defined benefit pensions, saving traditional Social Security
from being privatized and keeping the Medicare Part B reimburse-
ments. Having a voice in Albany and Washington via Vote-Cope is
the union’s strategy for “fighting the good fight.” The legislative
departments of NYSUT and AFT employ lobbyists to be our voice.
They take their directions from resolutions passed by local unions
at the NYSUT and AFT conventions. All this personal lobbying, as
well as radio, TV and print ads require money. Those dollars, by
law, must be separated from membership dues. The most power-
ful, wealthy corporate interests outspend the unions every day,
trying to destroy tenure, the right to bargain as a union and our
retiree benefits. Alas, do not feel helpless and hopeless.

Be the Union! Support Vote-Cope!
• Give to Vote-Cope! It is the non-partisan political committee of
our union.  
• The Retired Educators Chapter’s campaign for 2016 

Cont’d on pg 3
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will commence in September with a mailing to all
members.
• Please give according to the guidelines which will

appear in the mailing.
• Be as generous as you can. Perhaps you can

increase your contribution. Try it! You may like it!       
• Choose to donate by either pension deduction or

by personal check.
• Protect our retirement security by giving, gener-

ously, to Vote-Cope.

A Dilemma of “Ginormous” Proportions
Life,today, is filled with such uncertainty and strife
in this “topsy-turvy” planet of ours. One     
such uncertainty is this election year. We will be vot-

ing for a new President of the United States on
November 8th. Be sure you are registered to vote.
This election is pivotal to the future of our nation
and the future of the entire world. The choice is
Hillary Clinton, a Democrat or Donald Trump, a
Republican. There are those who have made a firm
decision on one candidate. Then, there are those who
are not happy with either candidate. However, as
responsible citizens we must exercise our right to
vote. One of the approaches I use to help me decide
which candidate I will choose is to ask myself a
series of questions which reflect my priorities in life
as an American citizen. To those who are undecided
or do not want to vote, consider the following ques-
tions to help you make a choice by Election Day:

• Which candidate will support senior citizens on
Social Security and Medicare?

• Which candidate will address increasing health
care costs and the skyrocketing costs of prescription
drugs?

• Which candidate will seek to strengthen tradi-
tional Social Security and Medicare for the future?

• What are the candidate’s thoughts concerning
families, children and education in this country?
• Which candidate believes in defined benefits

pensions (ours) rather than pensions with defined
contributions?
• Which candidate has the ability to unify

Americans, not alienate them, in a divided country,
displaying a temperament to make reasoned deci-
sions?
• Which candidate is a problem solver, seeking

solutions as well as identifying problems?
• Which candidate has given specific plans, either

in speeches or on a website, to implement ideas,
rather than spouting empty promises?
• Which candidate will try to fix the unfair tax

code to have the wealthy give their fair share in
taxes?
• Which candidate will appoint judges to the
Supreme Court who care about the middle class
and those groups who have been marginalized?

There are so many more questions to ask to reflect
your choice by investigating the issues.   You must
vote and encourage everyone you know to do the
same. Once again, be sure you are registered to
vote. Once you are in the voting cubicle/booth,
you are exercising your right and power as a citi-
zen. Feel that power! Embrace it! VOTE! The more
people who vote, the more we can say with pride,
“This is what democracy looks like!!”

Many seniors have had the experience of being in a
hospital and then receiving an unexpected bill for
the hospital services. Only when they questioned
the bill were they informed that while in the hospi-
tal their status was listed as “under observation.”
There have been instances when patients have
been under observation for a number of days. By
Medicare rules, services provided while “under
observation” are billed according to the Out
Patient fee schedule. Had the patient been admit-
ted and given the status of “inpatient,” Medicare
would have covered the expenses. The financial
impact has been devastating for many seniors. A
number of senior advocacy groups have been peti-
tioning Congress to address the issue. In response,
on March 16, 2015, Congress passed the Notice Act.
Under the Medicare Notice Act, hospitals are
required to give notice to “each individual who
receives observation services as an outpatient” at a
hospital for more that 24 hours. 

The law took effect on August 6, 2016, but actual
notices are not expected to be given until January
2017. The “under observation” status has even
greater financial implications for those who are
transferred from a hospital to a skilled nursing
home (especially for rehabilitation). Medicare
will pay nursing home costs only if the patient
has had three consecutive days in the hospital as
an inpatient. If the patient is transferred while
having the “observation” status, s/he would be
liable for the entire nursing home bill. Congress
has yet to address this loophole in nursing home
coverage. There is a proposal that would allow
days spent under observation to count toward
the three day requirement, but that bill is only in
its planning stages. At this moment, to avoid
unexpected and sometimes financially devastat-
ing bills, each patient needs to know her/his hos-
pital status: inpatient or observation.

Alert: New Medicare Notice Law

3Great Neck Ties
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Social Security sends in the late fall projecting
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2003 Medicare Modernization Act.
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Recently, I went online to check proposed 
resolutions for the upcoming NYSUT Convention
in Washington, DC which I will attend in
early April.  To my amazement, I came upon
&��������	_`	@	�����	]������	���#�����	��	
New York City’s United Federation of Teachers.  
The UFT is proposing the word “entitlements”
be eliminated in reference to Social Security
and Medicare.  They feel that “entitlements” is 
often used in a pejorative manner to describe 
Social Security and Medicare and is misleading.  
I certainly agree that “entitlements” has been 
bandied about in Washington by the opposition
for political purposes to imply wrongly that
Social Security and Medicare are costly
government handouts and not the hard-earned 
������	����	���	��	���������	�
��	�	������#�	�	
the workforce.  However, I am not convinced that
it is possible to remove “entitlements” from the 
everyday vocabulary in Washington and around
the country.  When I checked on the controversial 
����	�	#�	������	{��	+'����	>#�����	
Dictionary (second edition), 2005, I was amazed.  
+��	#����	�����	����	���	������|	}������#��~
and “entitlement program.”  Entitlement 

��	�����	���	}���	����	��	��
��	�	�����	��	
��#�����[~		������#��	������#	��	�����	���
“a government program that guarantees certain
������	��	�	����������	�����	��	���#��	��	���
���������[~	>�#��	����	�����	���������	=	����
the following observations:
*	�����	��	#����	��	��������	��	��	���
troublesome word, it’s not going to happen in
government circles and not going to happen in
the political world.  Since a disappearance at a 
Las Vegas magic show might be the only option, 
we would be best served by educating the public
regarding its true meaning in the context of
������	��������	��	%�������;	��
*	=	����	���������	��	������	��	��	�������	��	���	
a word, with explanation, which supports our 
�����	��	�����	������	����	������	��������	��
Medicare.  I am most interested in hearing what
happens to Resolution 65 at the convention.

"�#�
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����	�������	������	O��������	������	��������U	��	
the state and national levels on behalf of senior
������	��	����	��	#�\�	�	��������	����	�������	
�������[		����	#������	�������	��	����@����	��	
truly appreciated and permits NYSUT and AFT 
to do their lobbying on our behalf. The more 
we contribute, the more our lobbyists are at the 
state Capitol in Albany and at the Capitol in
Washington.
REC is back at the Swan Club for our next
luncheon.  Please join us on May 21st.

1938������������
The formation of the GNTA
in 1938, with Freida Kurtz as 
���	����	���������	��������	
with the implementation of the 
New York State Tenure Laws, 
�������	��������	�	#������	
of protection in organizing.  
Prior to that, according to an
early GNTA publication, “joint
action was carried on from time

to time, under the leadership
of Frieda Kurtz, amid rumors 
of dismissal of anyone who 
even talked about forming an
organization.”
Now, three quarters of a 
century later, the GNTA stands 
tall as a highly respected 
organization, recognized for its 
leadership in education at the 
local, state, and national level.

Ruth-Ann Bertman,
Naomi Feldheim

As retired public
employees,
our pension, 
Social Security,

and Medicare rights are 

Visit: REC@gnteacher.net
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determined by the actions taken by the New 
York State Legislature, the Governor, and the 
U.S. Congress.  If we wish to have a positive
�������	��	#���	��\�	�	����
�	����	�	���
���������	�������[		�+<�	�����	���	}�����	��	
Teacher Education” and is the New York State 
United Teachers voluntary political action
���[		�+$�	��	���	}��##�����	�	$��������
Education” and is the American Federation of
Teachers political action fund.  Now that the 
2012 election is behind us, we need to move
forward on other issues of concern to us.  This 
was an election about choices, and it’s our task
to continue to lobby for the salvation of our 
social safety net, and to attempt to guide those 
�������[		+��	�����������
��	�	��������
and Albany need to know where we stand.
The National Committee to Preserve Social
Security and Medicare has said, “Social Security
does exactly what it was designed to do.  It gives
people a secure, basic income protected against
������	���	��	���	��	����	��
�[		=�	���
����	���	���
widowed and disabled who are unable to provide
for themselves. Social Security is the largest single
source of income for America’s retirees.  Two
������	��	������	��������	�����������	����	�
Social Security for most of their income.  Without
Social Security, nearly half of all retirees would
fall into poverty.”  This is why we need to support
�+<�@�+$�	�	���	����
���[
What can you do?  If you can’t go to Washington
or Albany, you can e-mail, telephone, write
letters, put your message on Facebook, or visit the
NYSUT MAC Center.  We have been able to elect
members of Congress and our State Senate and
Assembly who support our goals and who must
������	��	��
�	�������	��	�����	������[		�������
leaving the comfort of your home, you can raise
your voice by increasing your contribution to
�+<�@�+$�[		��	��
�	$+��&	�������	����
contribution.
We thank our GNTA/REC members who have
been generous during our fall drive.  Please
remember when you receive our mailing, the
importance of your contribution.  We must have
���	���������	��	������
�	����	�������	��
healthy retirement.

Superstorm Sandy 
Raged;

REC Replied
Responding in a single voice: We Are One! to the 
devastation from Sandy, the Great Neck Retired 
Educators Chapter donated a total of $650 to
the NYSUT Disaster Relief Fund.  The Executive 
Board took immediate action in November, 
approving $150.  At the December luncheon
$500 was collected.  It was evident during the 
business meeting that everyone felt compelled to
help.
�����	�����	�����	���	�������	��	���	��������	
������	��	����	�������	�'��������	#�����	��	
our south shore Long Island members, family
and friends.  The contributions were made with
compassion and generosity.
The NYSUT Disaster Relief Fund is the state 
union’s organization to aid union members 
���	��	���#���
��	�	����	�����#������	
due to a catastrophe.  Utilizing bulk grants and 
individual grants, the fund embraces colleagues, 
assuring them that they are not alone.  The IRS 
recognizes the NYSUT Disaster Relief Fund as 
a 501(c)(3) charitable organization.  A board of
��������	�
������	���	������#[		<��	{���<	����	
donates its time and energy to process what is 
��������	���	������	���	��	�����	�	��������
without any administrative costs.  Every penny 
received is given out to help.
+
��	_�!!!	�����������	��
�	���	�����
��	���
the cleanup and rebuilding of physical structures 
and dealing with emotional trauma which will
continue for a long time.  Monetary funds have
been depleted, yet the union is committed to
continuing its mission in order to assist victims 
��	����	�������	����#[
The Fund is still seeking donations. Won’t you 
please try to help?  Your contribution is tax 
deductible.  Make your check payable to: NYSUT 
Disaster Relief Fund, 800 Troy Schenectady 
Road, Latham, NY 12110-2455.

Visit: REC@gnteacher.net
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The second way to amend the Constitution is by
convention which works very differently. This
time the question of a convention will be asked in
an “off” election year - November 2017 when
there is no presidential or legislative election.
Should voters approve a convention, the process
begins. Three delegates per-state senate district
and 15 at-large delegates would be elected at the
next general election, November 2018. Since there
are 63 senate districts, 189 delegates plus the 15
will be elected. A total of 204 delegates will have
the responsibility and authority to propose
amendments to any part of the Constitution.
Despite much past criticism of the delegate selec-
tion process, no reform has been done, so incum-
bent lawmakers are in a position to become the
delegates who rewrite the constitution under
which they have been governing. Once elected,
convention delegates meet in Albany the follow-
ing April for an unspecified duration, to deliber-
ate and then put the amendments on the
November 2019 ballot. (Just some more historical
info: at the1966 convention,186 delegates met
from April 4 - September 26, 1966. The sitting
state assembly speaker chaired the convention.
The cost of the 1967 convention was $6.5 million.
Estimates for a 2018 convention are much higher.
In the end, all the proposed amendments were
defeated by the voters just as they were in 1915.)

The NYS Constitution covers a wide range of citi-
zen rights, rules of governance for executive, leg-
islative and judicial branches and for education,
finance, taxation and much, much more.  Within
the document, there are significant guarantees for
those working in the public sector. Important
rights delineated in the NYS Constitution
include: the right to a free public education; a
prohibition on reducing public pension benefits;
a person’s right to worker compensation; the
right to belong to a union and bargain collective-
ly; a requirement the state provide for social wel-
fare needs. All these guarantees would be open
to the review of a convention and a possible
rewrite or elimination. In 2013, over 3 million
voters had their say on proposed amendments
and approved 5 of the 6 amendments. Legislators
and the governor already have a proven means
to amend the NYS Constitution: offer individual
amendments to voters and let the millions of
New Yorkers decide, not 204 delegates whose
selection procession has never been reformed
despite the controversy that has historically sur-
rounded it. 

While the vote will not take place until November
2017, The Ties will continue to provide members with
the information needed to make an informed decision.
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Bill Ryall, North Middle School
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years since becoming a REC member.  Back then, 
changing from an old-timer to a newbie was both
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connected with Great Neck?  Strange to say for a 
science educator, it was instrumental music.
+
��	���	�����	#�	]b clarinet and I had been 
involved in small ‘pick-up’ faculty ensembles 
thanks to Earl Higgins and later on, the 
incomparable Joe Rutkowski.  Through Joe, I later 
met Michael Flamhaft and played banjo with
him and Joe in a Dixieland band for the annual
student scholarship fundraising performances 
at Lakeville School.  This led to joining Michael’s 
Great Neck Rotary Band as a clarinetist during
the summer months, with concerts in Great 
{��\��	+��	�������	$��\	���	����	���������	
during July.  This also led to new purchases 
of a clarinet and banjo - ensuring continued 
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Thirty months ago, I became a member of
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Maestro Flamhaft.  I started with my Bb clarinet
and moved on to playing the alto clarinet 
part a year ago.  We’ve played at a number of
locations including Great Neck’s Atria and Port
Washington’s Amsterdam retirement facilities,
��	����	��##�������	���������[		+��	����	
‘sell-out’ concert at the Landmark on Main Street 
in Port Washington was held February 24th with
a return concert scheduled for Sunday, June 23rd. 
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and retired music educators along with musicians 
of all ages and other occupations.  A number of
these players are my former science students or
former parents of students, keeping my ties to
Q����	{��\	��#��	�����[
My favorite REC meeting is the holiday luncheon
where present-day North or South High School
musicians entertain us with their wonderful mini-
concerts.  I hope this tradition will continue for 
many more years.

Barbara Raber, Lakeville School

Recently, a North Shore-LIJ health system
publication featured Barbara in a news story.  
Initially, after retirement, she volunteered at the 
Cohen Children’s Medical Center doing whatever
was needed.  That could range from helping the 
older children with their homework to bringing
activities or crafts to the little ones in their rooms 
or just being there to smile and hold a hand.  Her 
career at Lakeville more than prepared her for such
tasks and the volunteering was rewarding.  When 
LIJ opened a new center, Katz Women’s Hospital, 
Barbara was asked to be an LIJ Ambassador.  Her 
answer, vintage Barbara, was, “As long as I don’t 
have to leave the country.”  So once a week, she 
assists at the main entrance, guiding visitors and 
��������	������	����������	������	�	�����������	
or just sharing a smile.   Her shift is always
����	��	����
�[		��������	�������	���	���	��	���
new face of volunteerism: people who have had 
accomplished professional careers and now want
to continue to contribute in meaningful ways.
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�����	��9 Tuesday, May 21 GNTA/REC Luncheon Swan Club
Wed., May 22 GNTA 75th Anniversary Westbury Manor
Wed., Sept. 25 GNTA/REC Luncheon Jolly Fisherman
Thursday, Dec. 12 GNTA/REC Luncheon Westbury Manor

Monday, August 31, 2016 REC membership fees are due
Thursday, September 22, 2016 REC Fall Luncheon, Jolly Fisherman
Thursday, October 6, 2016 NYSUT Regional Conference, Woodbury CC
Sunday, October 16, 2016 NYSUT Breast Cancer Walk, Jones Beach 
Thursday, December 15, 2016 REC Holiday Luncheon, Westbury Manor 7Great Neck Ties
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Henry Kelly
SOUTH JUNIOR
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IN MEMORIAM

Cathy Cavanagh
Spouse of al Cavanagh

Richard Dorfman
South high School

Mary Goess
north high School

Dorothy Hicks
kensington-johnson School

Norma Schneider
north junior/middle School

Mitchel Siegel
Spouse of bertha Siegel

Patricia Neelan Wegner
e. m. baker School

Norma Woodger
phipps administration

Mary Iacono
South junior/middle School

Ruth Harrison
north high School

Lew Love
South high School

Rose Marqusee
j. f. kennedy School

Chuck Merton
Spouse of vicki merton

129. Also, the Medicare Rights Center, an inde-
pendent patient advocacy group located in New
York City, will answer any Medicare questions
you have and/or will provide guidance for any
pressing Medicare issue that you might encounter.
Contact them at 1-212-869-3850 or 1-800-333-
4114. Identify yourself as a NYSUT member. 

Keeping the Debate Alive

The attacks on public education and educators
still exist with well funded campaigns through-
out the United States. During the NYSUT
Convention over 2,000 union professionals
expressed their outrage, “Enough Already!”
Teachers, administrators, boards of education
and parents are fighting back in a positive man-
ner. The shared goal is to educate the public and
stand tall in truth for students, the teaching pro-
fession and public education. 

In April, Diane Ravitch, PhD., a well respected
professor of educational research at NYU, spoke
to over 1,000 Long Island teachers and school
administrators. Diane is a staunch supporter of
public education and decries what is happening
with so-called education reformers whom she
calls “education deformers.” She travels the

entire country exposing half-truths, lies, and
deception that well funded individuals and
groups promote about American education.
After her presentation, Dr. Ravitch received an
enthusiastic standing ovation.

This spring, the Great Neck Board of Education
unanimously passed a resolution opposing
the excessive state-imposed standardized testing
program in New York. Their action was sent to
State Education officials and was praised by
Diane Ravitch in her educational blog.

A massive statewide rally for public education
was held in Albany this past June. The event
was sponsored by NYSUT and other community
groups. Among the 10,000 plus people was a
contingent of Great Neck advocates. Showing
support for our Great Neck inservice colleagues,
the Retired Educators Chapter provided snacks
and water for those making the long trip to and
from Albany.

At the September 25th REC General Meeting
and Luncheon, the Honorable Michelle Schimel,
New York State Assemblywoman from Great
Neck, will address retirees. Michelle is definitely
a friend of public education. I look forward to
seeing you there. 

At the 75th Anniversary of
GNTA, we celebrated our ability
to raise one voice…and at the
rally in Albany, once again we
raised one voice. That voice is
raised to ensure our rights as

educators. President Barack Obama said, “It was
the labor movement that helped secure so much
of what we take for granted today. The 40 hour
work week, the minimum wage, family leave,
health insurance, Social Security, Medicare,
retirement plans. The cornerstones of the mid-
dle-class security all bear the union label.” 

We need to continue to protect our rights. Medicare,

Social Security and Medicaid are under attack, as is
the labor movement.  We must continue to raise
that one voice and take an active part in the political
process. Many of us depend upon these programs
for financial security for ourselves and for future
generations.  

What can you do? If you can’t go to Washington
or Albany, you can e-mail, telephone, write letters,
put your message on Facebook, visit the NYSUT
MAC Center, or increase your VOTE-COPE con-
tribution so we can continue to raise our voice.
We have been able to elect members to Congress
and our NY State Senate and Assembly who sup-
port our goals and must continue to give our sup-
port to this effort. As public employees, almost all
conditions that affect our rights are determined by
the actions of the New York State Legislature, the
Governor and Congress.  Raise your voice! Make
an investment in the future. You will be hearing
from us soon about our annual VOTE-COPE drive.
Editor’s Note: Sadly, this is Naomi’s last column, her last advo-
cacy for one of the many causes she worked for so passionately.

Lee (Shirley) Novack
NORTH MIDDLE

Irwin Pollock
SOUTH HIGH

Your Help Is Needed
This is the time of the year to remind you about
the Making Strides Against Breast Cancer
Walk at Jones Beach on Sunday morning,
October 20, 2013. For the past 15 years, the New
York State United Teachers has been a major
sponsor of this important event. All NYSUT
inservice locals and retiree chapters from Long
Island are joining together to eradicate this
deadly disease.  Although advances have been
made through early detection, it is still a threat
requiring  extensive medical research and med-

December 12, 2013 REC Holiday Luncheon, Westbury Manor
December 15, 2013 Vote/Cope donations due at The Cottage
March 31, 2014 Prescription Drug reimbursement forms due to Cook
May 9, 2014 LI Regional Legislative Luncheon, Woodbury Country Club
May 28, 2014 GNTA End-of-Year Reception
June 5, 2014 REC Spring Luncheon, Swan Club

ical trials. Won’t you please take advantage of
this opportunity to help? If you cannot appear at
Jones Beach on Sunday, October 20th, kindly send
a check payable to the American Cancer Society
and write Great Neck Retiree on the memo line to
enable us to receive contribution credit. Mail the
check to GNTA/REC, The Cottage, 343 Lakeville
Rd., Great Neck, NY 11020. Any donation will be
greatly appreciated, especially by people going
through breast cancer treatment and the many
breast cancer survivors.

Gerda Carroll
BAKER HILL SCHOOL

Margaret Pfeiffer
SPOUSE OF CARL PFEIFFER

Dorothy Wylie
LAKEVILLE

Barry Schneider 
SPOUSE OF BETH SCHNEIDER

Elizabeth (Betty)
Schweitzer
SOUTH JUNIOR
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A REC ‘Surprise’ Luncheon Location
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Retired Educators Chapter Elections

 President: William Toto
Vice President: Deborah Arkus

 Treasurer: Carl Ring
Recording Secretary: Geraldine Pentecost

Corresponding Secretary: Grace Warner
Member-at Large: Jane Alwais

In accordance with the Retired Educators Bylaws, 

����	���	�������	������	��	&��	���	�	���@����	
term, starting September 1, 2013, will occur 
during the business meeting of the May 21st

General Meeting and Luncheon at the Swan
Club at Glenwood Landing.  The Nominating
Committee of Jane Alwais, Debbie Arkus and 
Q����	�����	������	���	��������	�����	��	������|

 Member-at-Large: Maureen Newman
 Member-at-Large: Elaine Sobel
 Member-at-Large: Lainie Sternin
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Membership Report
Ronnie Beecher, Dorothy Zuckerman

Despite two major 
storms here in New 
York, the winter season
���#�	��	��
�	���[		
How nice to welcome
spring and see forsythia 
in bloom, buds on
�����	��	������	
waking from their 
winter hibernation.
Time passes quickly 
and this June, you can 
once again anticipate
receiving your 2013-2014 
Membership Renewal
Form.  Please look for 
it and return it to us 
promptly so that we
can update our records.
To ensure continued 
communication, please

remember to notify
us of any changes in
name, address, phone 
numbers and e-mail. 
While those over 85 
need not pay dues, 
we still want the 
������	���#	�����	
out and returned to
us.  We wish you all a 
wonderful spring and 
summer.
�=&��<+&�	�$�><��
Address corrections:
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����
208 Roosevelt Way
Westbury, NY 11590
1���
�����
1 Yorktown Rd.
East Setauket, NY 11733
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,+
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51 Wood Avenue
Amityville, NY 11701
,�����
,�����	2�����
44 Rockville Avenue
Rockville Centre 11570
516-442-5104
.��3����
45�����6

������
1051 S Highland St, 1B
Mount Dora, FL 32757
352-383-2722
.����
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" ��������
12 Redwood Road
New Hyde Park 11040
7���'
8���'
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52 Ridgeview Avenue
Trumbell, CT 06611
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.�,�����
Foundation House, 157
11301 Third Avenue NE 
Seattle, WA 98125
0'���
.���� ���
204-35 Woodbridge La.
Boca Raton, FL 33434
E-mail updates:
��'
,+
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risintrout@aol.com
5���
8�'
bethkay7@yahoo.com
����
&���
helencarlr@verizon.net
&�����	 ��	��
happy1@hotmail.com
����
%�����
Grace.19@live.com
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1. Elaine Sobel, Ellen Vigneaux;  2. Don Barry, Paul Rafuse;  3. Nancy Chauvin, Barbara Berkowitz;  4. Marie Sacco,
Vicki Merten;  5. Geri Pentecost, Jimmy Econ;  6. Tony McQuade, Bob Abrams, Jane Alwais, Shelly Stern, Sue Miller,
Maureen Miletta;  7. Shelly Stern;  8. Nancy Barry, Carl Ring, Nancy Jacobson;

May 18, late afternoon, found us ready for our REC Swan Club luncheon the next day.  Menu was
set, seating arranged and directions provided. Then, President Toto called with the jarring news that
the Swan Club would be closed on the 19th as mandated by the Board of Health! With the assistance of
Swan Club personnel, a new venue was found at the Crest Hollow Country Club. Volunteers reached
all who had indicated they were coming. Happily, all but two members made the new location and,
with several add-ins, fifty-five of us enjoyed the festivities!  

At our business meeting, President Toto and other officers brought us up-to-date on current affairs.
We are financially strong, slowly improving our VOTE-COPE support and will have lower Benefit Trust
Retiree rates for next year thanks to Maureen Newman’s advocacy and  the support of the Executive
Board. During lunch, we presented Carol Gabia and her son, Thomas, a clock/plaque to honor past-
president Leon Gabia for his many years of dedicated service to the Great Neck Teachers Association’s
Retired Educators Chapter.  We also recognized Sheila Henchy, retiring GNTA President, for her many
contributions to our REC and the teaching profession during her years of service.  

Our luncheon speaker was Matt Jacobs, Staff Director from the Nassau NYSUT Office. He spoke
about the implications of calling for a NYS Constitutional Convention on the ballot in November 2017.
That presentation prompted our front page article which provides important information and history of
NYS Constitutional Conventions. 

The next REC gathering will again be at the Jolly Fishermen and Steak House, 25 Main St, Roslyn on
Thursday, September 22nd. We will have another excellent speaker, Jeff Grabelsky, from Cornell
University. Make this next meeting the one that you come and visit with us!
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Reminder: Have you sent in your membership renewal? Your update for Ties that Bind?

Visit: REC@gnteacher.net

 



Fall Luncheon & Meeting 
Thursday,  September 22nd, 2016

The Jolly Fisherman & Steak House
25 Main St, Roslyn, NY 11576 • 516-621-0055  

10:45 Registration    •    11:15 General Meeting 
12:00 Social Hour: Cash Bar & Hors d’oeuvres     •     12:30 Lunch 

Appetizer Choice: Fresh Fruit Cocktail or Manhattan Clam Chowder or Soup du Jour.  Jolly
Fisherman Salad.  Entree Choice: Atlantic Salmon Baked in a Macadamia Nut Crust (or sim-
ply broiled) or Imported Orange Roughy Almondine or Sliced Brisket of Beef with Gravy or
Boneless Breast of Chicken Saute a la Francaise. Entrees served with Duchess Potato & Chef’s
Vegetable. Dessert Choice: Fruit Cobbler with Fresh Whipped Cream or Chocolate Mousse
Cake or Classic Rice Pudding.  Beverages: Unlimited sodas, coffee and tea.  
Guest Speaker: Jeff Grabelsky, Assoc. Director, Cornell Univ. School of Industrial & Labor Relations
Topic: Labor’s Challenge, Rising Inequality and the Politics of Division in America Today.

Make a check payable to GNTA/REC
for $45 per person and send it with 
the form by Sept. 13th to:
Bill Ryall, 318 Rushmore Ave., 
Carle Place, NY 11514

Cancellation requests must be made 
to Bill by Sept. 18th, @ 516-333-9423  

Rose Grabelsky 
Program Chair

September 22nd, 2016 Fall Luncheon Reservation

Enclosed is my check for $45___________ for ________ person(s).

Name ______________________________________________________________

School ____________________________ Telephone_______________________

Guest(s) name(s) ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

9. Bill Toto, Carol Gabia, Tom Gabia; 10. Matt Jacobs; 11. Gil Blum, Sondra Blum, Joyce O'Connor;  12. Eileen McCarthy, Barbara
Raber;  13. Rose Grabelsky, Arlene Donowitz; 14. Bill Toto, Barbara Berkowitz; 15. Bill Toto, Sheila Henchy; 16. Penny Metsch,
Dorothy Zuckerman, Karlene Reilly.
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Visit: REC@gnteacher.net
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