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The Great Hurricane of 1938 wreaks havoc on Long Island.
T��������	
������������������
���
B����������������������������
����
A�����������������������������
C��������������������������������

The Great Neck Teachers Association (GNTA) is founded!

It Happened in 1938
Michael Golden

have battered our area, the Great Neck Teachers 
Association has remained a pillar of strength 
as advocates for teachers and for educational 
excellence.  It is particularly imperative now,
with public unions under heavy attack, budgets 
slashed, and the imposition of questionable and 
controversial educational reforms that the GNTA
remains united and committed.  As with any 
organization, the GNTA is only as strong as its 
members.
While the last quarter century has been fairly
smooth sailing for the GNTA, under the 
steady stewardship of Nancy Chauvin and 
her recent successor, Sheila Scimone, this has 
not always been the case.  The Great Neck
Teachers Association was formed in the fall of
1938, following a turbulent year in which four 
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school administration.  After protests by a crowd 
of 1,500 students and parents at an evening 
meeting, the Board of Education met several 
times to review the situation, and ultimately
����	�
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the principal and the dean.  The Superintendent, 
Willis Dodge, then resigned. continued on page 3

As the winds of war were gathering in Europe
and hurricane winds were pummeling Long
Island, 1938 was also notable for a somewhat less
turbulent event: the founding of the Great Neck
Teachers Association.
After 75 years and still going strong, the GNTA is
set to celebrate its Diamond Jubilee at a gala event
at Westbury Manor on May 22.  With the spring
GNTA/REC luncheon set for the day before, on
May 21 at the Swan Club, this becomes a two-day
celebration for retirees.  We hope that those of you
who live out of town will consider coming back
to Long Island to reminisce with old friends and
colleagues, as well as meet active GNTA members
at the Jubilee.
It is easy, at a time of relatively amicable relations 
of the GNTA with administrators, the Board,
and the community, to take the union for 
granted.  Many newer members, especially, don’t 
have the historical perspective to appreciate
the battles fought by the union in the past to
protect teachers, improve working conditions, 
and obtain a fair contract.  For three quarters of
a century, between the two great hurricanes that
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This Great Neck Ties issue begins and ends with
an invitation.  By tradition, the last page invites
members to the luncheon. By way of a new tra-
dition, REC now invites members to take a bold
step into the Internet world.  This past fall, with
the help of the Great Neck Teachers Association,
and especially GNTA’s webmaster, Vice
President Jim Daszenski,  REC established a
presence on the GNTA website (gnteachers.net).
That was a first step.  For REC, the GN Ties and
the luncheons have been the cornerstones of
communication with members. That tradition will
continue. But REC also has a continued commit-
ment to provide more timely communication.
With the guidance of the REC Technology
Committee,  the second step, an expansion of the
website, is meant to meet that commitment. 

For a bit of historical perspective, safe to say that
all REC members were born before the wide-
spread use of personal computers. Although the
first programmable computers date back to 1936,
more widespread use of computers in industry
only began in the 1950’ s with UNIVAC  and
IBM leading the way.  Then, in the 1970’s, per-
sonal computers were introduced 

by Apple and IBM. From that time until now, the
pace of change has been staggering, with each
new piece of technology spurring the creation of
still other technologies. The new technologies
have had social, political, cultural and economic
impact.  Once strange sounding words are now
part of our everyday lexicon:   WiFi (1985) ,
ebooks (late1990s), Google (1996), Skype (2003),
Facebook (2004), Twitter (2006), and Facetime (2010).
Many REC members are already using computers
to Skype with children and grandchildren, buy
online, research on Google, check in with friends
on Facebook, play games (Candy Crush?), read
ebooks, pay bills, send and receive emails. One
member noted her grandchild had proudly
announced she was the designated “Googler” in her
class.  Clearly, the technology is in every day use.

As planned, the site will have both the current
and archived editions of the GN Ties.  Under the
Info tab, members will still be able to access den-
tal, excess medical forms and view the list of par-
ticipating dentists.  New will be the option to
view REC News/Information under the REC tab.
As envisioned, a member will have access to more
current news relevant to retirees. Members are
invited to visit the website. No RSVP necessary.

Invitations Front and Back
Roberta Rosenberg
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            President’s View
                                 Bill Toto
Blessings galore to all who celebrated the Passover and/or Easter
holidays.  Greetings to all who look forward to the upcoming
signs of spring and may you enjoy a happy, healthful, safe journey 
into the warmer weather.  Spring is always a time for renewal
and rewards.  In the words of Marcel Proust, “The real voyage of
discovery (renewal) consists not in seeking new landscapes, but in
having new eyes.”  Rewards can be realized with the emergence 
��	��	�������	��������	����	��	�����	�������	�������
activities with ease.

������� �������!
Have you noticed the changes to the Great Neck Ties Editorial 
Board?  We now have an editor.  I am pleased to announce that
Maureen Newman, a valued member of the Executive Board 
and writer extraordinaire, is assuming that position.  We are 
fortunate to have her expertise in continuing to guide the quality 
newsletter that previous editors produced.  The Editorial Board 
also welcomes new members, Mike Golden, Maureen Miletta,
Ann Marie Nazzaro and Bill Ryall.  Leaving the board are Lynn
Rosenstock and Kathie Walter.  Special thanks is extended to each
one for her past service to the Great Neck Ties.
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Prescription Drug Program replaced the previous drug program 
for people on Medicare.  Why did NYSHIP (Empire Plan) decide
to enter the federal Medicare Part D prescription drug arena?
According to NYSHIP (Empire Plan), it allows them to negotiate 
lower drug cost increases.  A recurring question posed to me
by members is, “Why am I now being charged each month to
belong to the NYSHIP (Empire) Medicare Rx Drug Program? “
The answer has a few parts:
*	+��	��#�	�������	�����	�	���#��	���	����	�������;
*	<��	������	��#�	������	���	��	������	�	=&%>>	��	=��#�@
Related Monthly Adjustment Amount and is taken out of the 
social security check.  It is a surcharge based upon earnings 
��������	O%>Q=U	�	���	�!X!	�������	���#�	��'	���#;
*	<��	������	��	��	���������	�	���#��#[		<��	���	���#��#
incurred is for coverage in NYSHIP (Empire Plan), including the 
�����������	����	������#;

Spring appears to have infiltrated the harsh winter of snow, ice and
freezing temperatures. The only remnants of the depressing weather
are the small mounds of sand left by the roadsides. Enjoy Mother
Nature’s spring rebirth!

Praise, Politics and a Perplexing Predicament

Ruth Bertman and I wish to thank and to applaud each of the 236
REC members who contributed to 2013’s Vote-Cope Campaign. You
recognized the urgent need to protect our pensions, Social Security
and Medicare and responded in kind. The only regret I have con-
cerns the 490+ members eligible to give to Vote-Cope who did not
heed the call to action. ‘Tis a puzzlement! The threats to retiree ben-
efits, public employees and public education are real and immedi-
ate. Vote-Cope funds are designed to permit lobbyists to be proac-
tive as well as reactive at the state and national levels. What are
some of the current retiree issues in which Vote-Cope is involved?  

• For the past two years NYSUT has successfully fought back
NYS Gov. Cuomo’s punitive attempts to eliminate the reimbursement
of the IRMAA (Income Related Monthly Adjustment Amount)
Medicare Part B premium that benefits many REC members.

• With the staunch support of NYS Comptroller Tom Di
Napoli, NYSUT lobbies for the continuation of defined benefit
pensions while Gov. Cuomo has proposed various 401K type
contribution plans.   

• NYSUT will oppose vehemently the unnecessary call for
a NYS Constitutional Convention in 2017. Since 1938, there has
been a constitutional amendment protecting pension benefits. A
convention subjects this provision to alteration and/or elimination.
(Think Detroit) 

• NYSUT’s legislative department is introducing and lobby-
ing for the following pension related bills intended to:  
-increase the COLA available to retirees from 50% to 100% of the
CPI (Consumer Price Index) from one year to the next;
-increase the ceiling amount of inflation used for calculating the
COLA from 3% to 5%; and 
-increase the maximum retiree benefit used in calculating the annu-
al COLA benefit from $18,000 to $25,000.

NYSUT RA: Changing of the Guard

The 42nd NYSUT RA (convention) took place at the beginning of
April drawing about 2,500 people to Manhattan’s Hilton Hotel.
Delegates were present to debate 55 resolutions sent in by inservice
locals and Retiree Councils throughout the state.

For the first time the state education commissioner and members of
the Board of Regents were not invited because of their failure to
address the pressing concerns of parents and educators about the
flawed implementation of the  Common Core standards, the obses-
sion with premature testing and the teacher accountability attached
to the testing. Delegates also voted unanimously a no-confidence
resolution against State Education Commissioner  John King and 
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GNTA Anniversary Journal
about the GNTA, please contact Jodi Rauch (jrauch@
greatneck.k12.ny.us), who is overseeing the video
production.  If there is anything you would like 
��	�����	���	���	������	O�������	����������
anecdotes, or reminiscences about the GNTA), or
would like to be interviewed by one of our journal
committee members, please contact Mike Golden,
at mgolden21@gmail.com, or Bill Ryall at weryall@
aol.com.  Please be mindful, however, that we are
on tight deadline, and anything you would like to
contribute must be submitted ASAP.

IN MEMORIAM

Cathy Cavanagh
Spouse of al Cavanagh

Richard Dorfman
South high School

Mary Goess
north high School

Dorothy Hicks
kensington-johnson School

Norma Schneider
north junior/middle School

Mitchel Siegel
Spouse of bertha Siegel

Patricia Neelan Wegner
e. m. baker School

Norma Woodger
phipps administration

Mary Iacono
South junior/middle School

Ruth Harrison
north high School

Lew Love
South high School

Rose Marqusee
j. f. kennedy School

Chuck Merton
Spouse of vicki merton

The 75th Anniversary gala will celebrate GNTA’s
past, speak to the present, and address the future. 
A committee is presently at work on a journal 
to commemorate the event with features on past
GNTA leaders and important milestones in the
history of the union.  In addition, a planning
committee is putting together a video to present 
at the gala, spotlighting interviews, photos, and
memorabilia pertaining to the GNTA.  If you have
any photos or artifacts you think would enhance the
video, or if you’d like to be videotaped reminiscing

President’s View -  Cont’d from pg 1 

called for his immediate removal.  But what real-
ly dominated all delegates’ thinking was the con-
tested election of NYSUT officers and Board of
Directors. The campaigning by the opposition
group was extremely contentious and they won
on a platform promising to be more aggressive
than the incumbents in their approach to dealing
with the Governor, the legislature, the
Commissioner of Education and the Board of
Regents regarding controversial educational
issues in New York State.  The GNTA delegation
supported the incumbent slate because of their
experience and professional manner of working
on difficult issues during difficult times. The elec-
tion had the highest delegate participation in the
union’s history.

Your Call to Action
Meanwhile, Washington continues to discuss  
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129. Also, the Medicare Rights Center, an inde-
pendent patient advocacy group located in New
York City, will answer any Medicare questions
you have and/or will provide guidance for any
pressing Medicare issue that you might encounter.
Contact them at 1-212-869-3850 or 1-800-333-
4114. Identify yourself as a NYSUT member. 

Keeping the Debate Alive

The attacks on public education and educators
still exist with well funded campaigns through-
out the United States. During the NYSUT
Convention over 2,000 union professionals
expressed their outrage, “Enough Already!”
Teachers, administrators, boards of education
and parents are fighting back in a positive man-
ner. The shared goal is to educate the public and
stand tall in truth for students, the teaching pro-
fession and public education. 

In April, Diane Ravitch, PhD., a well respected
professor of educational research at NYU, spoke
to over 1,000 Long Island teachers and school
administrators. Diane is a staunch supporter of
public education and decries what is happening
with so-called education reformers whom she
calls “education deformers.” She travels the

entire country exposing half-truths, lies, and
deception that well funded individuals and
groups promote about American education.
After her presentation, Dr. Ravitch received an
enthusiastic standing ovation.

This spring, the Great Neck Board of Education
unanimously passed a resolution opposing
the excessive state-imposed standardized testing
program in New York. Their action was sent to
State Education officials and was praised by
Diane Ravitch in her educational blog.

A massive statewide rally for public education
was held in Albany this past June. The event
was sponsored by NYSUT and other community
groups. Among the 10,000 plus people was a
contingent of Great Neck advocates. Showing
support for our Great Neck inservice colleagues,
the Retired Educators Chapter provided snacks
and water for those making the long trip to and
from Albany.

At the September 25th REC General Meeting
and Luncheon, the Honorable Michelle Schimel,
New York State Assemblywoman from Great
Neck, will address retirees. Michelle is definitely
a friend of public education. I look forward to
seeing you there. 

At the 75th Anniversary of
GNTA, we celebrated our ability
to raise one voice…and at the
rally in Albany, once again we
raised one voice. That voice is
raised to ensure our rights as

educators. President Barack Obama said, “It was
the labor movement that helped secure so much
of what we take for granted today. The 40 hour
work week, the minimum wage, family leave,
health insurance, Social Security, Medicare,
retirement plans. The cornerstones of the mid-
dle-class security all bear the union label.” 

We need to continue to protect our rights. Medicare,

Social Security and Medicaid are under attack, as is
the labor movement.  We must continue to raise
that one voice and take an active part in the political
process. Many of us depend upon these programs
for financial security for ourselves and for future
generations.  

What can you do? If you can’t go to Washington
or Albany, you can e-mail, telephone, write letters,
put your message on Facebook, visit the NYSUT
MAC Center, or increase your VOTE-COPE con-
tribution so we can continue to raise our voice.
We have been able to elect members to Congress
and our NY State Senate and Assembly who sup-
port our goals and must continue to give our sup-
port to this effort. As public employees, almost all
conditions that affect our rights are determined by
the actions of the New York State Legislature, the
Governor and Congress.  Raise your voice! Make
an investment in the future. You will be hearing
from us soon about our annual VOTE-COPE drive.
Editor’s Note: Sadly, this is Naomi’s last column, her last advo-
cacy for one of the many causes she worked for so passionately.

Lee (Shirley) Novack
NORTH MIDDLE

Irwin Pollock
SOUTH HIGH

Your Help Is Needed
This is the time of the year to remind you about
the Making Strides Against Breast Cancer
Walk at Jones Beach on Sunday morning,
October 20, 2013. For the past 15 years, the New
York State United Teachers has been a major
sponsor of this important event. All NYSUT
inservice locals and retiree chapters from Long
Island are joining together to eradicate this
deadly disease.  Although advances have been
made through early detection, it is still a threat
requiring  extensive medical research and med-

December 12, 2013 REC Holiday Luncheon, Westbury Manor
December 15, 2013 Vote/Cope donations due at The Cottage
March 31, 2014 Prescription Drug reimbursement forms due to Cook
May 9, 2014 LI Regional Legislative Luncheon, Woodbury Country Club
May 28, 2014 GNTA End-of-Year Reception
June 5, 2014 REC Spring Luncheon, Swan Club

ical trials. Won’t you please take advantage of
this opportunity to help? If you cannot appear at
Jones Beach on Sunday, October 20th, kindly send
a check payable to the American Cancer Society
and write Great Neck Retiree on the memo line to
enable us to receive contribution credit. Mail the
check to GNTA/REC, The Cottage, 343 Lakeville
Rd., Great Neck, NY 11020. Any donation will be
greatly appreciated, especially by people going
through breast cancer treatment and the many
breast cancer survivors.

Gerda Carroll
BAKER HILL SCHOOL

Margaret Pfeiffer
SPOUSE OF CARL PFEIFFER

decreasing the Social Security COLA using the
Chained CPI,  and the Ryan Budget in the House
continues to call for privatizing Medicare and
using vouchers instead. Clearly  we must stay
the course:  fighting the good fights, educating
ourselves and others, lobbying our legislators
and voting to preserve our earned benefits. Let’s
use the NYSUT themes:  Voice and Vote to Be
Heard and Reclaim the Dream.  

At the next luncheon on June 5th at the Swan
Club, Dennis Tracey, President of the New York
State Alliance for Retired Americans will be our
featured speaker. He has spoken about Social
Security and Medicare legislation throughout
New York State and is aware of and knowledge-
able about these matters. I hope to see you on
June 5th. 
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Bill Ryall, North Middle School
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years since becoming a REC member.  Back then, 
changing from an old-timer to a newbie was both
�'�����	��	���������[		����	�����	���	�����;	
����	�����	���	�	���	��#�;	����	�����	\���	#�	
connected with Great Neck?  Strange to say for a 
science educator, it was instrumental music.
+
��	���	�����	#�	]b clarinet and I had been 
involved in small ‘pick-up’ faculty ensembles 
thanks to Earl Higgins and later on, the 
incomparable Joe Rutkowski.  Through Joe, I later 
met Michael Flamhaft and played banjo with
him and Joe in a Dixieland band for the annual
student scholarship fundraising performances 
at Lakeville School.  This led to joining Michael’s 
Great Neck Rotary Band as a clarinetist during
the summer months, with concerts in Great 
{��\��	+��	�������	$��\	���	����	���������	
during July.  This also led to new purchases 
of a clarinet and banjo - ensuring continued 
�����#����	����#��	�	��	���������
Thirty months ago, I became a member of
���	]+�=	O]��	��	���	=����U	��������	��	
Maestro Flamhaft.  I started with my Bb clarinet
and moved on to playing the alto clarinet 
part a year ago.  We’ve played at a number of
locations including Great Neck’s Atria and Port
Washington’s Amsterdam retirement facilities,
��	����	��##�������	���������[		+��	����	
‘sell-out’ concert at the Landmark on Main Street 
in Port Washington was held February 24th with
a return concert scheduled for Sunday, June 23rd. 

��#�	��	�����		]���	���	�������	������	����
�	
and retired music educators along with musicians 
of all ages and other occupations.  A number of
these players are my former science students or
former parents of students, keeping my ties to
Q����	{��\	��#��	�����[
My favorite REC meeting is the holiday luncheon
where present-day North or South High School
musicians entertain us with their wonderful mini-
concerts.  I hope this tradition will continue for 
many more years.

Barbara Raber, Lakeville School

Recently, a North Shore-LIJ health system
publication featured Barbara in a news story.  
Initially, after retirement, she volunteered at the 
Cohen Children’s Medical Center doing whatever
was needed.  That could range from helping the 
older children with their homework to bringing
activities or crafts to the little ones in their rooms 
or just being there to smile and hold a hand.  Her 
career at Lakeville more than prepared her for such
tasks and the volunteering was rewarding.  When 
LIJ opened a new center, Katz Women’s Hospital, 
Barbara was asked to be an LIJ Ambassador.  Her 
answer, vintage Barbara, was, “As long as I don’t 
have to leave the country.”  So once a week, she 
assists at the main entrance, guiding visitors and 
��������	������	����������	������	�	�����������	
or just sharing a smile.   Her shift is always
����	��	����
�[		��������	�������	���	���	��	���
new face of volunteerism: people who have had 
accomplished professional careers and now want
to continue to contribute in meaningful ways.

.���
�� �
�����	��9 Tuesday, May 21 GNTA/REC Luncheon Swan Club
Wed., May 22 GNTA 75th Anniversary Westbury Manor
Wed., Sept. 25 GNTA/REC Luncheon Jolly Fisherman
Thursday, Dec. 12 GNTA/REC Luncheon Westbury Manor

May 28, 2014 GNTA End of Year Reception, Westbury Manor
June 5, 2014           REC Spring Luncheon, Swan Club
September 17, 2014 REC Fall Luncheon, Jolly Fisherman
December 11, 2014 REC Holiday Luncheon, Westbury Manor
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to continue to contribute in meaningful ways.
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Bill Ryall, North M
iddle School
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years since becoming a REC member.  Back then, 

changing from an old-timer to a newbie was both
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connected with Great Neck?  Strange to say for a 

science educator, it was instrumental music.

+
��	���	�����	#�	]b clarinet and I had been 

involved in small ‘pick-up’ faculty ensembles 

thanks to Earl Higgins and later on, the 

incomparable Joe Rutkowski.  Through Joe, I later 

met Michael Flamhaft and played banjo with

him and Joe in a Dixieland band for the annual

student scholarship fundraising performances 

at Lakeville School.  This led to joining Michael’s 

Great Neck Rotary Band as a clarinetist during

the summer months, with concerts in Great 

{��\��	+��	�������	$��\	���	����	���������	

during July.  This also led to new purchases 

of a clarinet and banjo - ensuring continued 

�����#����	����#��	�	��	���������

Thirty months ago, I became a member of

���	]+�=	O]��	��	���	=����U	��������	��	

Maestro Flamhaft.  I started with my Bb clarinet

and moved on to playing the alto clarinet 

part a year ago.  We’ve played at a number of

locations including Great Neck’s Atria and Port

Washington’s Amsterdam retirement facilities,

��	����	��##�������	���������[		+��	����	

‘sell-out’ concert at the Landmark on Main Street 

in Port Washington was held February 24th with

a return concert scheduled for Sunday, June 23rd. 

��#�	��	�����		]���	���	�������	������	����
�	

and retired music educators along with musicians 

of all ages and other occupations.  A number of

these players are my former science students or

former parents of students, keeping my ties to

Q����	{��\	��#��	�����[

My favorite REC meeting is the holiday luncheon

where present-day North or South High School

musicians entertain us with their wonderful mini-

concerts.  I hope this tradition will continue for 

many more years.

Barbara Raber, Lakeville School

Recently, a North Shore-LIJ health system

publication featured Barbara in a news story.  

Initially, after retirement, she volunteered at the 

Cohen Children’s Medical Center doing whatever

was needed.  That could range from helping the 

older children with their homework to bringing

activities or crafts to the little ones in their rooms 

or just being there to smile and hold a hand.  Her 

career at Lakeville more than prepared her for such

tasks and the volunteering was rewarding.  When 

LIJ opened a new center, Katz Women’s Hospital, 

Barbara was asked to be an LIJ Ambassador.  Her 

answer, vintage Barbara, was, “As long as I don’t 

have to leave the country.”  So once a week, she 

assists at the main entrance, guiding visitors and 

��������	������	����������	������	�	�����������	

or just sharing a smile.   Her shift is always
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new face of volunteerism: people who have had 

accomplished professional careers and now want

to continue to contribute in meaningful ways.
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Jerry Kleinberg
SPOUSE OF ELAINE KLEINBERG,

JF KENNEDY SCHOOL

Phil Seidenberg
NORTH HIGH

Carol Shallow
MOTHER OF BOB SHALLOW,

SOUTH HIGH

Ruth Brown
LAKEVILLE SCHOOL

Tom Mattia
SOUTH HIGH

Aileen Wissner
SADDLE ROCK SCHOOL
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Social Security sends in the late fall projecting
%�������	�����	���	���	�'�	����;	��
*	<��	�'���	����	��	���������	������#	���	
������	��	���	]���	>�#���������	�	���	�����	
2003 Medicare Modernization Act.
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Recently, I went online to check proposed 
resolutions for the upcoming NYSUT Convention
in Washington, DC which I will attend in
early April.  To my amazement, I came upon
&��������	_`	@	�����	]������	���#�����	��	
New York City’s United Federation of Teachers.  
The UFT is proposing the word “entitlements”
be eliminated in reference to Social Security
and Medicare.  They feel that “entitlements” is 
often used in a pejorative manner to describe 
Social Security and Medicare and is misleading.  
I certainly agree that “entitlements” has been 
bandied about in Washington by the opposition
for political purposes to imply wrongly that
Social Security and Medicare are costly
government handouts and not the hard-earned 
������	����	���	��	���������	�
��	�	������#�	�	
the workforce.  However, I am not convinced that
it is possible to remove “entitlements” from the 
everyday vocabulary in Washington and around
the country.  When I checked on the controversial 
����	�	#�	������	{��	+'����	>#�����	
Dictionary (second edition), 2005, I was amazed.  
+��	#����	�����	����	���	������|	}������#��~
and “entitlement program.”  Entitlement 

��	�����	���	}���	����	��	��
��	�	�����	��	
��#�����[~		������#��	������#	��	�����	���
“a government program that guarantees certain
������	��	�	����������	�����	��	���#��	��	���
���������[~	>�#��	����	�����	���������	=	����
the following observations:
*	�����	��	#����	��	��������	��	��	���
troublesome word, it’s not going to happen in
government circles and not going to happen in
the political world.  Since a disappearance at a 
Las Vegas magic show might be the only option, 
we would be best served by educating the public
regarding its true meaning in the context of
������	��������	��	%�������;	��
*	=	����	���������	��	������	��	��	�������	��	���	
a word, with explanation, which supports our 
�����	��	�����	������	����	������	��������	��
Medicare.  I am most interested in hearing what
happens to Resolution 65 at the convention.

"�#�
%����
&�*������+++
����	�������	������	O��������	������	��������U	��	
the state and national levels on behalf of senior
������	��	����	��	#�\�	�	��������	����	�������	
�������[		����	#������	�������	��	����@����	��	
truly appreciated and permits NYSUT and AFT 
to do their lobbying on our behalf. The more 
we contribute, the more our lobbyists are at the 
state Capitol in Albany and at the Capitol in
Washington.
REC is back at the Swan Club for our next
luncheon.  Please join us on May 21st.

1938������������
The formation of the GNTA
in 1938, with Freida Kurtz as 
���	����	���������	��������	
with the implementation of the 
New York State Tenure Laws, 
�������	��������	�	#������	
of protection in organizing.  
Prior to that, according to an
early GNTA publication, “joint
action was carried on from time

to time, under the leadership
of Frieda Kurtz, amid rumors 
of dismissal of anyone who 
even talked about forming an
organization.”
Now, three quarters of a 
century later, the GNTA stands 
tall as a highly respected 
organization, recognized for its 
leadership in education at the 
local, state, and national level.

Ruth-Ann Bertman,
Naomi Feldheim

As retired public
employees,
our pension, 
Social Security,

and Medicare rights are 

Jo Gallo
SOUTH HIGH
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Dictionary (second edition), 2005, I was amazed.  
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government circles and not going to happen in
the political world.  Since a disappearance at a 
Las Vegas magic show might be the only option, 
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regarding its true meaning in the context of
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truly appreciated and permits NYSUT and AFT 
to do their lobbying on our behalf. The more 
we contribute, the more our lobbyists are at the 
state Capitol in Albany and at the Capitol in
Washington.
REC is back at the Swan Club for our next
luncheon.  Please join us on May 21st.
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of protection in organizing.  
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action was carried on from time

to time, under the leadership
of Frieda Kurtz, amid rumors 
of dismissal of anyone who 
even talked about forming an
organization.”
Now, three quarters of a 
century later, the GNTA stands 
tall as a highly respected 
organization, recognized for its 
leadership in education at the 
local, state, and national level.

Ruth-Ann Bertman,
Naomi Feldheim

As retired public
employees,
our pension, 
Social Security,

and Medicare rights are 

cancer: one with medical insurance, one with-
out. Naomi Schlessel (NH) now a Dallas resi-
dent, plays in the Town Village Concert Band
every Monday evening;  the group  gives free
concerts to the public every two to three
months. Linda G. Andrews (JFK) takes art,
writing, and Shakespeare classes on Bainbridge
Island in Washington State, and is active in local
groups and events. Jacci Tutt (SH), now a
Sarasota resident, has just been awarded The
Elisabeth Schilder Award for Courage in
Religious Tolerance. Her activism in pursuit of
tolerance and social justice is a lifelong commit-
ment. Fifty years ago she joined the March on
Washington. Presently,  at 81, she serves as co-
chair of the Women’s Interfaith Network of
Sarasota-Bradenton. 

A number of our members informed us of new
additions to their families; others are celebrating
various milestones. Elaine Sonenberg (SR)
became a grandmother to “a beautiful girl,”
Billie Maple Sonenberg. Lee Friedman (EMB)
became a great-grandmother last May to Rose
Miriam Herman. Bea Schutzer became a great-
grandmother to twin boys, Spencer and Austin.
Deborah Arkus (JFK) became  a great-grand-
mother in September with the arrival of Dylan.
John Thomas (NM) and his wife, Phyllis, cele-
brated their 50th wedding anniversary in
August. Stuart Joseph (SH) is now remarried to
Arlene Joseph. Ildi Catuogno (NMS) informs
us that her son Sean was married last June; he
and his wife Nicole are in a residency program
in the Emergency Department at NSUH/LIJ
Manhasset. Congratulations to all!

Last summer, many responded to our call for
“tweets” – brief updates on your lives. Our last
Great Neck Ties issue shared a number of them,
but limited space restricted the number we
could include. Here now is  “Retiree Tweets-Part
2.”  A Part 3 will appear in our summer issue.  

In the spirit of once a teacher, always a teacher:
Naomi Penner (NH) when not teaching Latin
dance, lectures on the classical etymology of the
English language. Phyllis White (SM) reports
that she just “couldn’t stop teaching” so is now
a regular substitute in the history department at
the Spence School in NYC. Adele Bildersee
(NH) is  Director of Libraries at the Dalton
School in NYC.  Ellen Greenberg (L) volunteers
as an assistant in an adult ESL class connected
with the community college near her home in
the Berkshires. Martha Cohen (SR) is an adjunct
professor at the College of Old Westbury,
Queens College, and Adelphi University. Terryl
Lawrence (GNS) is a professor at Digital Media
College in Boca Raton, teaching drawing, art
history, and mythology. Mitzi Witkin (NM) has
worked as a Professional Development
Consultant and Literacy Coach in  New York
City schools. Last year she helped to score the
New York ELA tests in grades 6, 7, and 8. 

Still other retirees have lent their talents  to cre-
ative, artistic, and political endeavors. Barbara
Masry (P) recently had her short film, “A Wake-
up Call,” screened at the Great Neck Library’s
main branch.  The film will be the opening
sequence of a full-length feature in development
about two women living in the aftermath of breast 
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determined by the actions taken by the New 
York State Legislature, the Governor, and the 
U.S. Congress.  If we wish to have a positive
�������	��	#���	��\�	�	����
�	����	�	���
���������	�������[		�+<�	�����	���	}�����	��	
Teacher Education” and is the New York State 
United Teachers voluntary political action
���[		�+$�	��	���	}��##�����	�	$��������
Education” and is the American Federation of
Teachers political action fund.  Now that the 
2012 election is behind us, we need to move
forward on other issues of concern to us.  This 
was an election about choices, and it’s our task
to continue to lobby for the salvation of our 
social safety net, and to attempt to guide those 
�������[		+��	�����������
��	�	��������
and Albany need to know where we stand.
The National Committee to Preserve Social
Security and Medicare has said, “Social Security
does exactly what it was designed to do.  It gives
people a secure, basic income protected against
������	���	��	���	��	����	��
�[		=�	���
����	���	���
widowed and disabled who are unable to provide
for themselves. Social Security is the largest single
source of income for America’s retirees.  Two
������	��	������	��������	�����������	����	�
Social Security for most of their income.  Without
Social Security, nearly half of all retirees would
fall into poverty.”  This is why we need to support
�+<�@�+$�	�	���	����
���[
What can you do?  If you can’t go to Washington
or Albany, you can e-mail, telephone, write
letters, put your message on Facebook, or visit the
NYSUT MAC Center.  We have been able to elect
members of Congress and our State Senate and
Assembly who support our goals and who must
������	��	��
�	�������	��	�����	������[		�������
leaving the comfort of your home, you can raise
your voice by increasing your contribution to
�+<�@�+$�[		��	��
�	$+��&	�������	����
contribution.
We thank our GNTA/REC members who have
been generous during our fall drive.  Please
remember when you receive our mailing, the
importance of your contribution.  We must have
���	���������	��	������
�	����	�������	��
healthy retirement.

Superstorm Sandy 
Raged;

REC Replied
Responding in a single voice: We Are One! to the 
devastation from Sandy, the Great Neck Retired 
Educators Chapter donated a total of $650 to
the NYSUT Disaster Relief Fund.  The Executive 
Board took immediate action in November, 
approving $150.  At the December luncheon
$500 was collected.  It was evident during the 
business meeting that everyone felt compelled to
help.
�����	�����	�����	���	�������	��	���	��������	
������	��	����	�������	�'��������	#�����	��	
our south shore Long Island members, family
and friends.  The contributions were made with
compassion and generosity.
The NYSUT Disaster Relief Fund is the state 
union’s organization to aid union members 
���	��	���#���
��	�	����	�����#������	
due to a catastrophe.  Utilizing bulk grants and 
individual grants, the fund embraces colleagues, 
assuring them that they are not alone.  The IRS 
recognizes the NYSUT Disaster Relief Fund as 
a 501(c)(3) charitable organization.  A board of
��������	�
������	���	������#[		<��	{���<	����	
donates its time and energy to process what is 
��������	���	������	���	��	�����	�	��������
without any administrative costs.  Every penny 
received is given out to help.
+
��	_�!!!	�����������	��
�	���	�����
��	���
the cleanup and rebuilding of physical structures 
and dealing with emotional trauma which will
continue for a long time.  Monetary funds have
been depleted, yet the union is committed to
continuing its mission in order to assist victims 
��	����	�������	����#[
The Fund is still seeking donations. Won’t you 
please try to help?  Your contribution is tax 
deductible.  Make your check payable to: NYSUT 
Disaster Relief Fund, 800 Troy Schenectady 
Road, Latham, NY 12110-2455.

Retiree Tweets – Part 2
Mike Golden
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December Luncheon
About 75 Great Neck REC members and guests
entered the festive décor of the Westbury
Manor to attend the holiday General Meeting 
and Luncheon. South High School’s Pam Levy
conducted her choral group in a round of
popular and holiday musical selections. Their 
performance not only entertained the audience, 
but also heightened everyone’s joyful mood.
GNTA President Sheila Scimone extended 
seasonal greetings and best wishes for 2013.
She announced that the Great Neck Teachers 
Association would celebrate its 75th Anniversary 
on May 22, 2013, at the Westbury Manor, inviting
all present to attend. Great Neck’s Superintendent
of Schools, Dr. Thomas P. Dolan, spoke about 
the much needed improvements made to the 
infrastructure of the school district after the 
community passed a bond issue approving the 
expenditures. It was a REC event where everyone
enjoyed the Manor’s warm, welcoming ambiance, 
enjoyed socializing and the day’s program.

Ties That Bind
Elaine Margo has graciously written this column
about some of our NYC members. We look forward
to hearing from more of you.
The spirit of the retired Great Neck teacher 
is alive and well, and in some cases living in
New York City. Many of our colleagues have
����	��
��	��������	���	������	��	���	]��
Apple.
-���
������, as always, is involved in the 
workings of REC, as she pursues her many
interests in the arts.
�����
8������ recently returned from a trip
on the Amazon River to her work at a soup
kitchen.
,�:�	
7���� divides his time between the 
life of a country gentleman, and a weekend 
tourist in New York.
.��;�
%����� is pursuing the pleasures of
museums and libraries.
(:��'�
������������
�����
� �����
��	
I are trying to see the best of Broadway, 
enjoying classes, and being generally 
enthralled by the wonders of the city.
$����
,������**� is a member of the culture 
lovers who regularly partake of the riches.
Why don’t more of you contact us and we’ll 
frolic?  Please keep in touch.  E-mail us at
tiesthatbindgn@hotmail.com or write to: 
����
����
����, REC Cottage, 343 Lakeville 
Road, Great Neck, NY 11020.
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Bill Ryall, North Middle School
����\��	���	�������	�	���	����	���	@	�
��	�
�
years since becoming a REC member.  Back then, 
changing from an old-timer to a newbie was both
�'�����	��	���������[		����	�����	���	�����;	
����	�����	���	�	���	��#�;	����	�����	\���	#�	
connected with Great Neck?  Strange to say for a 
science educator, it was instrumental music.
+
��	���	�����	#�	]b clarinet and I had been 
involved in small ‘pick-up’ faculty ensembles 
thanks to Earl Higgins and later on, the 
incomparable Joe Rutkowski.  Through Joe, I later 
met Michael Flamhaft and played banjo with
him and Joe in a Dixieland band for the annual
student scholarship fundraising performances 
at Lakeville School.  This led to joining Michael’s 
Great Neck Rotary Band as a clarinetist during
the summer months, with concerts in Great 
{��\��	+��	�������	$��\	���	����	���������	
during July.  This also led to new purchases 
of a clarinet and banjo - ensuring continued 
�����#����	����#��	�	��	���������
Thirty months ago, I became a member of
���	]+�=	O]��	��	���	=����U	��������	��	
Maestro Flamhaft.  I started with my Bb clarinet
and moved on to playing the alto clarinet 
part a year ago.  We’ve played at a number of
locations including Great Neck’s Atria and Port
Washington’s Amsterdam retirement facilities,
��	����	��##�������	���������[		+��	����	
‘sell-out’ concert at the Landmark on Main Street 
in Port Washington was held February 24th with
a return concert scheduled for Sunday, June 23rd. 

��#�	��	�����		]���	���	�������	������	����
�	
and retired music educators along with musicians 
of all ages and other occupations.  A number of
these players are my former science students or
former parents of students, keeping my ties to
Q����	{��\	��#��	�����[
My favorite REC meeting is the holiday luncheon
where present-day North or South High School
musicians entertain us with their wonderful mini-
concerts.  I hope this tradition will continue for 
many more years.

Barbara Raber, Lakeville School

Recently, a North Shore-LIJ health system
publication featured Barbara in a news story.  
Initially, after retirement, she volunteered at the 
Cohen Children’s Medical Center doing whatever
was needed.  That could range from helping the 
older children with their homework to bringing
activities or crafts to the little ones in their rooms 
or just being there to smile and hold a hand.  Her 
career at Lakeville more than prepared her for such
tasks and the volunteering was rewarding.  When 
LIJ opened a new center, Katz Women’s Hospital, 
Barbara was asked to be an LIJ Ambassador.  Her 
answer, vintage Barbara, was, “As long as I don’t 
have to leave the country.”  So once a week, she 
assists at the main entrance, guiding visitors and 
��������	������	����������	������	�	�����������	
or just sharing a smile.   Her shift is always
����	��	����
�[		��������	�������	���	���	��	���
new face of volunteerism: people who have had 
accomplished professional careers and now want
to continue to contribute in meaningful ways.

.���
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�����	��9 Tuesday, May 21 GNTA/REC Luncheon Swan Club
Wed., May 22 GNTA 75th Anniversary Westbury Manor
Wed., Sept. 25 GNTA/REC Luncheon Jolly Fisherman
Thursday, Dec. 12 GNTA/REC Luncheon Westbury Manor

Over ninety of us attended the December 12, 2013,
GNTA/REC Holiday Luncheon at the Westbury
Manor. At the business meeting, President Bill Toto
gave a detailed summary of the state of education
state-wide and nationally. Common Core imple-
mentation and teacher evaluation were major
issues. During the luncheon, the very talented
South High School Choral Group (directed by Pam
Levy) and Jazz Band (directed by Michael Schwartz)
performed holiday favorites and other selections.
The special guest speaker, Superintendent Dr.
Thomas P. Dolan, spoke on Our Collective Need to
Keep the Debate Alive. He stated that public 
education needs our assistance - we must keep 

state legislators and senators informed about our
concerns and potential solutions. The Governor,
with the exception of charter schools, has removed
himself from education debates.  Dr. Dolan drew
parallels between Santa’s leadership skills and our
own approach:  build a wonderful workshop (our GN
Schools);  choose  reindeer wisely;  listen to the elves
(teachers, parents); check lists twice; note who’s
naughty and nice; and get beyond red wagons (keep
up with changes). President Sheila Scimone fol-
lowed by expressing concerns with the direction
NYS Education Commissioner John King and our
Board of Regents are taking regarding implementa-
tion of the new mandated reforms.

A Spirited Holiday Luncheon
Bill Ryall
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Retired Educators Chapter Elections

 President: William Toto
Vice President: Deborah Arkus

 Treasurer: Carl Ring
Recording Secretary: Geraldine Pentecost

Corresponding Secretary: Grace Warner
Member-at Large: Jane Alwais

In accordance with the Retired Educators Bylaws, 

����	���	�������	������	��	&��	���	�	���@����	
term, starting September 1, 2013, will occur 
during the business meeting of the May 21st

General Meeting and Luncheon at the Swan
Club at Glenwood Landing.  The Nominating
Committee of Jane Alwais, Debbie Arkus and 
Q����	�����	������	���	��������	�����	��	������|

 Member-at-Large: Maureen Newman
 Member-at-Large: Elaine Sobel
 Member-at-Large: Lainie Sternin
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Membership Report
Ronnie Beecher, Dorothy Zuckerman

Despite two major 
storms here in New 
York, the winter season
���#�	��	��
�	���[		
How nice to welcome
spring and see forsythia 
in bloom, buds on
�����	��	������	
waking from their 
winter hibernation.
Time passes quickly 
and this June, you can 
once again anticipate
receiving your 2013-2014 
Membership Renewal
Form.  Please look for 
it and return it to us 
promptly so that we
can update our records.
To ensure continued 
communication, please

remember to notify
us of any changes in
name, address, phone 
numbers and e-mail. 
While those over 85 
need not pay dues, 
we still want the 
������	���#	�����	
out and returned to
us.  We wish you all a 
wonderful spring and 
summer.
�=&��<+&�	�$�><��
Address corrections:
�������
����
208 Roosevelt Way
Westbury, NY 11590
1���
�����
1 Yorktown Rd.
East Setauket, NY 11733

��'
,+
��������
51 Wood Avenue
Amityville, NY 11701
,�����
,�����	2�����
44 Rockville Avenue
Rockville Centre 11570
516-442-5104
.��3����
45�����6

������
1051 S Highland St, 1B
Mount Dora, FL 32757
352-383-2722
.����
��������

" ��������
12 Redwood Road
New Hyde Park 11040
7���'
8���'
�	<�#	����#�
52 Ridgeview Avenue
Trumbell, CT 06611

���
.�,�����
Foundation House, 157
11301 Third Avenue NE 
Seattle, WA 98125
0'���
.���� ���
204-35 Woodbridge La.
Boca Raton, FL 33434
E-mail updates:
��'
,+
��������
risintrout@aol.com
5���
8�'
bethkay7@yahoo.com
����
&���
helencarlr@verizon.net
&�����	 ��	��
happy1@hotmail.com
����
%�����
Grace.19@live.com

Carl and Helen RingGeri Pentecost, Grace Warner, Ruth Bertman Elaine Sobel, Joan Eannaccone Florence Wyche, Charlotte Schiffman

Carmen Cuadrado, Joyce O'Connor, 
Gil Blum, Vicki Merten

Bob Abrams, Carolyn Minionis, 
Ilene DeRiso

Eileen Kehoe, Maureen McPartland, 
Barbara Chaudhry, Mary Ingham

TThhaannkk yyoouu,, EEvveellyynn 
Evelyn Willard has announced her second
retirement, this time as REC name tag
calligrapher.  Over all these years, we
have not used stick on labels. Instead,
Evelyn has used her skill to create elegant
name tags.  We are relieved that she timed

this retirement to coincide with the availability of a
computerized calligraphy font.  While Lainie Sternin
has assumed responsibility for creating new name tags,
we still need a volunteer to collect the tags at the end of
each luncheon and then bring them back to the next
luncheon. Please inform a member of the Executive
Board of your interest in this important task. 

Karlene Reilly, Ronnie Beecher Sherry Scher, Sue Miller, Sandy Jaffee
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December Luncheon
About 75 Great Neck REC members and guests
entered the festive décor of the Westbury
Manor to attend the holiday General Meeting 
and Luncheon. South High School’s Pam Levy
conducted her choral group in a round of
popular and holiday musical selections. Their 
performance not only entertained the audience, 
but also heightened everyone’s joyful mood.
GNTA President Sheila Scimone extended 
seasonal greetings and best wishes for 2013.
She announced that the Great Neck Teachers 
Association would celebrate its 75th Anniversary 
on May 22, 2013, at the Westbury Manor, inviting
all present to attend. Great Neck’s Superintendent
of Schools, Dr. Thomas P. Dolan, spoke about 
the much needed improvements made to the 
infrastructure of the school district after the 
community passed a bond issue approving the 
expenditures. It was a REC event where everyone
enjoyed the Manor’s warm, welcoming ambiance, 
enjoyed socializing and the day’s program.

Ties That Bind
Elaine Margo has graciously written this column
about some of our NYC members. We look forward
to hearing from more of you.
The spirit of the retired Great Neck teacher 
is alive and well, and in some cases living in
New York City. Many of our colleagues have
����	��
��	��������	���	������	��	���	]��
Apple.
-���
������, as always, is involved in the 
workings of REC, as she pursues her many
interests in the arts.
�����
8������ recently returned from a trip
on the Amazon River to her work at a soup
kitchen.
,�:�	
7���� divides his time between the 
life of a country gentleman, and a weekend 
tourist in New York.
.��;�
%����� is pursuing the pleasures of
museums and libraries.
(:��'�
������������
�����
� �����
��	
I are trying to see the best of Broadway, 
enjoying classes, and being generally 
enthralled by the wonders of the city.
$����
,������**� is a member of the culture 
lovers who regularly partake of the riches.
Why don’t more of you contact us and we’ll 
frolic?  Please keep in touch.  E-mail us at
tiesthatbindgn@hotmail.com or write to: 
����
����
����, REC Cottage, 343 Lakeville 
Road, Great Neck, NY 11020.
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Spring Luncheon & Meeting 
Thursday, June 5, 2014

The Swan Club Overlooking Scenic Roslyn Harbor
90 Glenwood Road, Glenwood Landing, NY 11547 • 516 621-7600  

10:45 Registration    •    11:15 General Meeting 

12:00 Social Hour: Cash Bar & Hors d’oeuvres     •     12:40 Lunch  
Garden Salad, Penne a la Vodka, Prime Rib au Jus, Herb Roasted Chicken Breast, 

Filet of Sole Oreganata, Vegetarian Plate
Dessert: Almondine Royale or Fruit

Coffee or Tea

Program: What’s Happening With Social Security?
Dennis Tracey, President, NYS Alliance for Retired Americans

Special Guest: Barbara Berkowitz, President, Great Neck Board of Education

Make a check payable to GNTA/REC
for $38 per person and send it with 
the form by May 27th to:
Grace Warner, 19 Travers Street,
Manhasset, NY 11030-2223

Cancellation requests must be called in
by June 2nd to Grace, 516-627-5687.

Rose Grabelsky & Adele Wolfson, 
Program Co-Chairs

June 5th Spring Luncheon Reservation
Enclosed is my check for $ ___________ for ________ person(s).

Name ______________________________________________________________

School ____________________________ Telephone_______________________

Guest(s) name(s) ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Pam Levy and South High Chorus Michael Schwartz South High Jazz Band
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GNTA Anniversary Journal
about the GNTA, please contact Jodi Rauch (jrauch@
greatneck.k12.ny.us), who is overseeing the video
production.  If there is anything you would like 
��	�����	���	���	������	O�������	����������
anecdotes, or reminiscences about the GNTA), or
would like to be interviewed by one of our journal
committee members, please contact Mike Golden,
at mgolden21@gmail.com, or Bill Ryall at weryall@
aol.com.  Please be mindful, however, that we are
on tight deadline, and anything you would like to
contribute must be submitted ASAP.

IN MEMORIAM

Cathy Cavanagh
Spouse of al Cavanagh

Richard Dorfman
South high School

Mary Goess
north high School

Dorothy Hicks
kensington-johnson School

Norma Schneider
north junior/middle School

Mitchel Siegel
Spouse of bertha Siegel

Patricia Neelan Wegner
e. m. baker School

Norma Woodger
phipps administration

Mary Iacono
South junior/middle School

Ruth Harrison
north high School

Lew Love
South high School

Rose Marqusee
j. f. kennedy School

Chuck Merton
Spouse of vicki merton

The 75th Anniversary gala will celebrate GNTA’s
past, speak to the present, and address the future. 
A committee is presently at work on a journal 
to commemorate the event with features on past
GNTA leaders and important milestones in the
history of the union.  In addition, a planning
committee is putting together a video to present 
at the gala, spotlighting interviews, photos, and
memorabilia pertaining to the GNTA.  If you have
any photos or artifacts you think would enhance the
video, or if you’d like to be videotaped reminiscing


